[mp3story]
[mp3story.gagarinreport.com]
gagarin@gagarinreport.com
The summer of 1997 was 25 years ago.
So let’s tell our story.

Name:
Email:
Phone:
Gender:
Age:

1. What was the first MP3 you ever downloaded? Do you remember? Do you remember the steps it took to download it? How did you find out about the technology?

2. How did people know you during the MP3 Era (1996-2002)? What nicknames, avatars, or handles did you go by? Was there a story behind the name that you chose? Was this a name you used other places before or other places since? Was there a persona you were trying to craft? How was your "online" self different than who you were in real life - or how was it not different?

3. Was there a project (or several projects) that you were involved in during the MP3 Era (1996-2002) that you feel like you were best known for? What were they?

4. Was there a place or several places (a group of websites, forums, web boards, IRC channels) that you closely identified with during the MP3 Era? What were they and what do you remember about them? How did you find them?

5. Who were your friends or close connections in the MP3 web scene? How did you meet them and how did your relationship change over time? Did you meet any in person? Are you still in contact with any of them? If not, what caused the disconnection? If so, what helped you stay connected beyond the MP3 Era?

6. Offline, what were some of the life milestones that you celebrated during the timeframe of the MP3 Era? What happened "in real life" during your time online?
7. Was it hard to explain or talk about your MP3 web scene experiences with others during and after the MP3 Era ended?

8. What came next for you? What was the next stage of your life after your involvement in the MP3 web scene ended?

9. How did your experiences in the MP3 web scene help shape what you did next in your life, education, or career? How do you think it impacted your life? Do those experiences connect to the current threads of your life - if so, in what ways? If not, was there a conscious direction change that you made?

10. Do you have any favorite memories, anecdotes, or highlights from the MP3 Era and your time in the MP3 web scene that you want to remember - or want others to remember? What events stand out to you? Do you remember any inside jokes or stories from that time? Are there any untold secrets?

11. Do you have any regrets from the MP3 Era, or about that era, or things you wished you could have done differently - or things you wished that had gone differently?

12. Is there anyone from the MP3 Era or the MP3 web scene you miss, or any reconciliation or reconnection that you wish could happen?


What comes next? I do not know! This all depends on what can be collected and what people share. I'd love to follow up with you with more directed questions. What is the final form of this project? It might just be a collection of files and text shared to the web. It might also become a video project involving interviews. However it evolves, this is the start. Thanks for taking the time to connect.

Address:


Current Occupation/Job Title:

Current Company/Industry:








Current Internet Presence:

· Instagram:
· Facebook:
· YouTube:
· LinkedIn:
· Other:


MP3 Era Internet Presence:

· IRC (Channel, network, nickname):
· Discussion Board/Forums: 
· Website/Webpages:
· ICQ/AIM:

What kind of activities did you do during the MP3 Era?
Examples:
Browsed MP3 Web Sites
Participated In The IRC Release Groups
Used MP3 FTP Sites
Operated A MP3 Web Site
Operated A MP3 FTP Site
Developed MP3 Programs/Software Applications
Chatted In MP3 Related IRC Channels
Chatted To MP3 Contacts Using ICQ
Attended An MP3 Summit
Met Online Contacts In Real Life
Started A Company
Wrote For A Company/Website
Worked For A Company/Website
Sold A Company/Website
Listened To New Music/Discovered New Favorites
Other




Do you have any comments or questions about this project? Do you have any ideas or suggestions for me?


Do you have any MP3 web scene or MP3 Era files that you can share? This could include saved webpages, graphics, screenshots, chat logs, articles, newsletters, emails, photographs, etc. I would also love pictures of any memorabilia or MP3 Era-related mementos.
Use the upload form on mp3story.gagarinreport.com or contact me at gagarin@gagarinreport.com 
